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 A MOVIE CRITIQUE
A critique is different from a review. A critique is an analysis. Give your opinion on the quality of the film. Give your reasons for your opinion. Do not limit yourself to reacting to the film (“I loved it!”) Do not use generic terms like “incredible,” “wonderful,” “marvelous,” etc... Unlike a review, you assume that the reader has already seen the movie. Don't give an extensive plot summary; you do not need to hide plot information so as not to spoil the surprise of the viewer. Write like a film pro; not like a casual moviegoer.
Use the following scale to rate the movie:
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OUTSTANDING!  - A classic! It has a memorable script and strong acting. It is well made with excellent elements of a film and has a powerful, emotional impact on the viewer. A must-see film!
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GOOD - Fully enjoyable. A mainstream movie intended primarily for entertainment, but with strong characters and some serious themes.
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ACCEPTABLE - It may be quite ordinary, perhaps depending mainly on star appeal. There are notable deficiencies in characterization, script, etc… (Key film elements). Maybe so-so CGI, mediocre stunts or a silly story that is hard to follow or believe.
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BAD - Plot is predictable or ridiculous. Characters are boring. The acting may be poor. The dialogue is not well written. A forgettable film that you regret seeing.
You might focus in your review on whether the main elements of the film come together to make a coherent, beautiful and moving film. Focus on the following: Does the movie want to be more than an entertainment (ambition)?  How strong is the script (and dialogue)? How strong is the acting and characterization? What are the themes/ideas of the movie? Perhaps a bit less important are the plot outline, the visual elements (cinematography editing), sound effects and musical score.
Critique the film The Mighty.
A critique is not a review or summary of the plot, it is a deep analysis and reaction. 
-TYPED & FONT SIZE 14   - ONE – TWO PAGES LONG.
Introduction Paragraph 
Provide basic information about the movie, and a sense of what your critique will be about. Include:
_____ Brief introduction to the movie.
_____ Title (underlined) + Director
_____ Publication Information: year released, length of movie
_____ Genre- comedy, action, sci-fi...

_____ Movie’s thesis / theme / purpose?
Body 
There are two main sections for this part. The first is an explanation of what the movie is about. The second is your opinions about the movie and how successful it is with examples used to support your opinion.
_____
Explanation
Give a brief summary of the plot in which you identify the main characters, describe the setting, and give a sense of the central conflict or point of the movie. Don’t give too much away. Include examples when needed: 

· Opening

· Plot

· Camera techniques or angles, sound, or other things you notice.

_____
Analysis and Evaluation
Analyze or critique the movie. Write about your own opinions; explain and support them with examples. Some questions you might want to consider:
· How did the director achieve his or her purpose?

· Is the acting / writing / music effective, powerful, difficult, beautiful?

· What are the strengths and weaknesses of the movie?

· Your overall response to the movie? Interesting, moving, dull? Why?
· Would you recommend it to others? Why or why not?

_____         Conclusion
Briefly pull your thoughts together and state your impression of the film. Emphasize what you want your reader to know about it. Include how many stars it is worth with a recap of why it earned that grade.
KEY FILM ELEMENTS
Discuss the Important Components
Directing (stage directions to actors) when to yell “cut” / Deciding on Camera Angles
Film Genre (Type of movie)
Plot / Story / Theme / Timelines
Cast / Actors / Script (the lines)
Editing
Music / Background Musical Score
Costumes / Decorations / Props / Set Design
Special effects (Sound, Smoke, Explosions, Green Screens)

Cinematography (Lighting)
CGI (Computer Generated Imagery)
Choreography (Dance / Fight scenes / Car Chases / Stunts)
Production?  -Budget / a movie remake?  Sequel?  Prequel?  Based on a book?
