Water Systems Glossary
Aquifer – underground freshwater reservoir
Bias – obvious opinion about an issue
Bioremediation – technique of using living organisms to clean up contamination in land and water
Chlorine – chemical used to disinfect water (i.e., kill organisms)
Contaminant – content that is harmful to humans, other animals, and the environment

Desalination – process of removing salt from water 

Discharge – release or pour out
Environmental stewardship – taking action to manage, maintain, and enhance the health of the environment for current and future generations 

Fresh water – type of water with less than one percent dissolved salts
Glacier – mass of ice and overlying snow that moves slowly down the mountain slope under the influence of gravity

Groundwater zone – area where water fills all the air spaces in the soil and in the tiny cracks in the rock
Heat capacity – ability of a material to absorb heat
Ice sheet – particularly large glacier that covers the land 
Impartial – presenting facts about an issue in a fair and unbiased way
Microclimate – area with a small localized climate variation that differs from the larger climate area around it
Polar icecap – sometimes used to refer to the big ice masses at the poles
Recharge – refill
Salinity – amount of dissolved salts in water 
Septic system – tank in which wastewater from all indoor sources such as toilets, sinks and bathtubs enter 
Sustainability – ability of something to exist or be used at the same level for a long period of time without being damaged, harmed, or reduced for future use
Water table – upper surface of the groundwater zone
Watershed – area of land where all the water eventually drains into one main water body, such as a stream, river, wetland, lake, or ocean
Well – long, hollow shaft drilled down into an aquifer to obtain fresh water
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