[image: image1.png]Water is pumped
into a large holding
tank where a
chemical is added to
make small solids
clump together and
settle to the bottom.



[image: image2.png]The drinkable water
is pumped out to
storage sites such as
water towers and
underground
reservoirs. Pipes
from these storage
sites distribute the
water to all the
businesses and
homes in the
community.



[image: image3.png]Chlorine, a
disinfectant, is
added to kill any
microorganisms
that have not been
removed by filtering
alone. Also at this
stage, some facilities
add fluoride, a
chemical used to
prevent tooth decay.



[image: image4.png]Water comes into
the system through
screens that filter
out large solids
(such as plastic
bottles and litter),
plants, and fish.



[image: image5.png]Water is passed
through a special
membrane filter to
take out any
remaining tiny
solids. Instead of a
membrane filtration
system, some cities
use filters made of
gravel, fine sand,
and charcoal.
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